
   AN AMI RECOGNIZED SCHOOL 

Honoring the past, embracing the 
present, and seeing beyond 

a bright tomorrow!

Offering high-quality Montessori 
learning environments for children 
ages  2½ through 12 years. 

              

The Primary Classroom

The foundation of Northwest Montessori School 
begins in the Primary classroom, known as a 
children’s house,  with 2½ to 6-year-old children.  In 
our carefully prepared environment, children are 
active explorers who gain mastery over their 
surroundings and the materials in them.

The classroom is arranged by subject area, and 
children are always free to move around the room.  
There is no limit to how long  a child can work with 
a material. Children are introduced to the world at 
large through geography, nature studies, 
mathematics, cultural  diversity and Spanish lessons.  
Other parts of the classroom include areas 
dedicated to art, music and drama.

At any one time in a day,  all subject areas are being 
studied by children of all levels in one classroom. 
The Primary teacher is trained to present lessons to 
one child at a time while overseeing the many 
children who are working on a broad array of tasks.  
The teacher plans individual lessons that enable 
each child to flourish,  follow an interest, and move 
to a new level within the three-year curriculum.

The Elementary Classroom

According  to the Montessori curriculum, the 
Elementary student aged 6 to 12 is ready to venture 
from the shelter of family life and begin interacting 
with society. Fueled by a deep thirst for knowledge, 
the student is tireless in a quest for answers.

The Elementary students freely choose their work 
daily from eight academic areas of the classroom.  
Working  alone or in small groups, the students 
further their understanding of the universe.  Along 
with our diverse curriculum, we also offer Spanish, 
P.E., drama, and music, as well as additional 
exciting after-school and summer programs.

Our Elementary teachers are specially trained to 
present lessons to each student based on 
observations of the child. In this way, each student 
receives an education that is uniquely tailored for 
that child.  Additionally, our teachers hold weekly, 
one-on-one meetings with each student to assess 
work in the classroom and set new goals.  This 
approach encourages self-discipline while 
preserving  each child’s natural excitement towards 
learning.

SEATTLE AREA LOCATIONS

WEDGWOOD BRANCH - 7400 25TH AVE NE
WOODLAND PARK BRANCH  - 4910 PHINNEY AVE N 

WEST SEATTLE BRANCH - 7344 35TH AVE SW

WWW.NORTHWESTMONTESSORI.ORG
MAIN OFFICE  -  206.524.4244

Celebrating over 50 years of 
Educational Excellence 

http://www.northwestmontessori.org
http://www.northwestmontessori.org


Our Mission 

To Provide an individualized learning 
environment, based on the principles of Dr. 
Maria Montessori, that is designed to help 
students become independent, life-
long learners who are academically 
grounded and socially confident 
about their place in the world.

     “Education should be a social and 
human endeavor of interest to all.” 
	
      ~Dr. Maria Montessori

Northwest Montessori School
Our Goal

It is our goal to build an environment that will 
help every student explore, communicate, work 
and perfect skills to their highest potential. We 
want each student to grow in self-esteem, be 
well-grounded in academics and joyful about 
learning.

Our History

Our school was founded in 1965 by Marietta 
Rawson,  who began her career in education as a 
public school teacher. After attending a lecture 
on the Montessori method of individualized 
education, Marietta was so inspired that she 
traveled to Italy to take Association Montessori 
Internationale (AMI) training. Upon her return, 
Marietta started the first Montessori school in 
Seattle. Today Northwest Montessori remains 
one of a select few AMI-recognized schools in 
the Seattle area.

A Unique and Engaging School

Northwest Montessori School has offered high-
quality education to the children of the greater 
Seattle area for over 50 years.  Our nurturing, 
non-competitive, multi-age classrooms - with an 
emphasis on social,  emotional, physical and 
intellectual development, and a project based 
learning  method - have prepared thousands of 
children for lives of initiative and meaningful 
involvement in their community.

Understanding 
Montessori Education

Northwest Montessori School is dedicated to 
practicing the method designed by Dr. Maria 
Montessori.  Dr. Montessori developed this 
educational approach over 100 years ago, after 
discovering  the universal natural tendencies of 
children.  Through careful observation, Dr. 

Maria Montessori found that all children have a 
profound love of work that drives their desire to 
learn within a stimulating  and well-prepared 
environment.  Children are free to move and 
choose their own work in the Montessori 
classroom, promoting concentration, self-
motivation and discipline, along  with a love of 
learning that will last a lifetime.

The classrooms are designed for a particular 
kind of work that matches the natural interests 
of the child at a particular stage of life and 
growth. Prepared classroom environments have 
complete sets of materials for learning and 
development, along  with a well-balanced division 
of ages, representing  a three-year age range.  
Our classrooms are alive with children who are 
eager to learn and grow with one another.

         “Free the child’s potential, and you will transform 
him into the world.” 	
                                                                   
	
  	
 	
 ~Dr. Maria Montessori

Our Educational Programs

We are currently offering Primary 1/2 Day, 
Extended Day, and Full Day Programs for 
children 2½ through 6 years of age, as well as   
an Elementary Program at our Woodland Park 
Branch for children 6 through 12 years of age.


